MR appearance of sternal hyperostosis.
Sternal hyperostosis is characterized by prominent new bone formation and fibrosis with less pronounced areas of granulation tissue and round cell infiltration. In previously reported cases the process involved not only the sternum but adjacent bony areas as well. Depending upon the extent of disease, acquiring biopsy material for histologic analysis can be difficult. We report a case of sternal hyperostosis involving the sternum exclusively and extensively. Magnetic resonance imaging was useful in directing biopsy for optimal histologic yield. This unusual case of sternal hyperostosis is believed to be the result of an inflammatory process.